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To Whom it May Concern

2020Review'bf the'Etnissions ReductionTun

Tweed Shire Council wishes to commend the recent work of the Climate Change
Authority. particularly the Towards a c//mare po//cy foo/k/f. Spec/a/ Rev/ew of
,4usfra//a's c//mare goa/s and po//c/es and in this review of the Emissions Reduction
Fund (ERF).

Council is committed to build a long term and durable solution to Australia's climate
change challenge.

Council is also aligned in our shared desire to support regions and communities to
position for low-carbon industries, technologies and opportunities and to encourage
greater availability of carbon credits for the land use and agriculture sectors.

We also seek to strengthen the ecosystems we depend on, especially those with high
carbon storage potential such as coastal wetlands and mangroves.

In the current review of opportunities for enhancing outcomes from the ERF, officers
from Council's Sustainability & Environment programs recommend:

e Reducing the cost of compliance and measurement

The scale of soil carbon related testing costs and limited market (and therefore
high cost) of accredited testing providers has been a significant barrier to local
farmers participating in ERF auctions.

e Sharing investment and project development

The program seems to be missing the opportunity to encourage more climate
resilience and carbon reduction opportunities throughout the land use sector in
Australia. Disappointingly, there has been no take up of revegetation or agriculture
projects in the Tweed.

To address this Council recommends complementary support to encourage
greater engagement and competitiveness in ERF auctions, such as:
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l Replicating the design and advice stage of the Queensland Land
Restoration Fund, which offers up to a $1 0,000 rebate for advisers to work
with landholders to develop carbon farming projects that provide
environmental benefits.

2 Offering one-off funding for each Federal electorate for at least one
abatement project, similar to other Federal grants available but focussed on
emissions reduction.

3. Scoping/describing what each electorate's lowest cost abatement
opportunities would be to attract aggregators or participants.

e Local government partnerships

Council's close interface with the local community, particularly with rural
landholders through Council's Sustainable Agriculture and private land
conservation programs, offers a great opportunity to enable greater take up of
effective carbon reduction programs for this sector. Adequate long term funding is
needed to build capacity for extension services in this sector.

Council supports the review in strengthening the potential role that the ERF can play
in future economic recovery efforts. Greater project development support. greater
funding availability, and stronger weighting of the flow on economic benefits of ERF
projects are recommended to achieve this objective.

The rapid response to COVID-1 9 has demonstrated governments' ability to move
quickly in response to a crisis. Council hopes this lesson can be applied to our
response to climate change at all levels of government.

Yours faithfully

Tracey Stinson
Director Sustainable Communities and Environment
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